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same- the attemron of the visitor mu~t be drawn to the ob'ect . 

~~~~~~~~~=~l~~01~11~~~~oa::~~~vecp· ~~~tclu.:n~e and the story be~11n~ ~~~cl e~l~ibr-
' e cnvrronmcnt for the objects on displa} . 

The curator maJ...es academrc sense f 11 . 
translate this into visual sense lt . o. a eo cctron. but the designer has to 
design scctron here h . · . rs vcr} much Ill) ethos and that of the 
natc to the objecrs tl:e~:st~l~·~:sr~n ~.tl~e arrangement should be subordi-
On Displav Oth d · · s '11 garct I I all comments 111 her hook 

• J• er esrgncr ma) U!>e banners 111 thew· d 
nr frcent entrance to attract attent ion and introdu I Ill b~utsrd~ Ol a mag-
chanics of design should never b . cc t le su .rect. 1 he me-
ticeable than the good pianist a e obvrou~, the desig~er being no more no-

ccompanyrng the solo1st 

Further Rending 

Hall, M. 1987 On d11·f1/a, , D, · c· 
. .., tSI~n rammar for Museum £.\hiblllons Lund 

llumphncs. London 256 pp. 

~------

Society for the Prese~vation of Natural Science Collec­
tiOns (SPNHC) 

Annual Conference, Washington DC, 28'" June - 3 rd 

July 1999 

Caroline Buulcr & Vrcky Pure\HII N I 
thays Park, Cardiff. CFI 3NP ' atrona Museum!> & Galleries of Wales Ca-

CB was supported m part by a 11 a vel gram fi r 
mission rom 1 le Museums & Gallcncs Com-

·rl lh le 14 Annual SPNHC · 
by the Smirhsonian Ccnte~7oetmg to~k place in Washrngton. DC, hosted 
National Museum of Natural~ l~atenals ~csca~ch and Education and the 
meet· . h tStOl). Thrs \\as the largest C\.er SPNIIC 

mg "' tt over 200 delegates regrstered. 

Nalurnl Science Conscrvmwn Group Nc\\\lcucr No 12 

I he Sr111thsonran lnstllutron encompasses I 7 museums and I 0 research 
centres, rt cares for \WC I 140 111 i I Iron arttlacts and specum:ns. One major 
problem \\as finding lime in the bus) conference schedule to v1sit muse­
urns such as the Air and Space Museum and the Museum or American 
ll1story. The Smrthsontan FoiJ...-Iife fcsuval was also taking place on the 
Mall rn front of the Smithsonran Institution; this enabled us to try Roma­
nian and South Afrtcan food during the lunch breaks 

1 he conference lasted s1x days, the first three were devoted to workshops, 
committee meetings and tours of the host institutions and the final three 
"ere tcchn1cal scsstons 

·1 he Natronal Museum of Natural l lrstory rs an rmprcssive buildmg oppo· 
site the Smithsonran Castle. fhe entrance is dominated by a large stuffed 
elephant and by the smell of naphthalene! 

1 he age of the exhibitions varies within the museum, the new Janet An­
nenburg I looker I I all of Geology, Gem~ and Minerals was opened in 
1997, but the older exh1brt ions are still interesttng because of the high 
quality of the material on display. 1 ours were avai lahle of all the main 
departments and here we could appreciate the scale of the collections held 
in the Museum lt was. however, incredible that in the Department of Pa­
lcobiology, which contatns over 40 million specimens, there is no dedi­
cated conservator 

1\ tour of the Museum Support Centre was organised for Tuesda) after­
noon. This complex includes the Smithsonian Center for Materials Re­
search and off-site storage for the National Museum ofNatural Histor). 
I ours were arranged to looJ... a1 different disciplines. The scale of the factl­
ity is impressive. h includes four storage areas, called pods, each the size 
of a football field. 1 he height of the pods has allowed meu.anine floors to 
be added when required and tn other areas, high racking was installed to 
taJ...e oul-siLed palle11scd rtems. The pallets were custom-made from alu­
minium with fabrrc dust covers. fori.Jift trucJ...s are used to access the pal­
lets 

l·ew people seemed to make their way to the Materials Research laborato-

N.uur.1l \c1cncc <.'onsc~>O'IIIOII (,roufl Ncw!>ICllcr No 12 
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nes. \.l.hich was unfortunate because it ,,a., fascinating to sec the depth and 
range of projects being. unucnaken 'I he da) \\.as completed w1th n barbe 
cue. After a da> of hot sunny \\Cathcr. the hca\.en ... opencu and the 
slightly wet delegates\\ ho braved 11 outdoor~ sheltered under an a" nmg. 
'"hich at times threatened to blow awa-r 

The Conservation committee meeting tool.. place on the Tuesda) 291
h June. 

n1ree topics of relevance to NSCG members were d1scussed. 

A sub-committee 1s being fom1ed to address the problem of pcsticade resl­
dues on museum collections The sub-committee a1ms to bring together 
specialists in this field to discuss research progress and to assess further 
research projects Contact Vicky Purewal or Judy Birschoff. Nat1onal 
Pari.. Service. Division of Conservation, Route 2, Box 251-A. Kernersville. 
WV 25430 USA or Jess1ca John son on JCSsica.johnson@nps.go' or at her 
address National Park Serv1ce, Museum Management Program, 1849 C St 
NW (NC230) Washington, DC 20240 USA 

Paula Work of Cincinnati Museum Centre IS rcspons1blc for collating any 
publications that would be relevant to SPNII(. If anybod) \..no\\. s of any 
recent publications or othcrw1sc please let Paula ha'c the detaib You can 
e-mail her on work3S;fuse net or \Hile to her at Cmcinnati Museum Cen­
tre, Department of ln.,crtebrate Palacontolog>. 1720 Gilbcn Avenue. Cin­
cinnati. Oi l 45202 USA This would also be useful for the NSCG news­
letter, so please send in any information, papers or JOUrnals that have any 
relevance to Natural Sc1ences 

Gene Hess of Oela"arc Museum of'Jaturall l1story 1s m the process of 
putting together a vast proJect encompass1ng tluid assessments from col­
lection managers around the globe So f.1r the sun cy con cent rated on 
mainl} US collections. ho\\evcr it would be beneficial1fvK collection 
managers could contribute the1r data. This sun.C) is being combmed With 
the work conducted by Arnold Suzumoto on lids and fluids. !'he survey 
concentrates only on zoological material If anybody is interested and 
would like more information contact Gene d1rectly on hessgkr@dclmnh 
org or write to Gene K I less. Collections Manager, Delaware Museum of 
Naturall listory, Dept. ofOrnithology, PO Bo' 1937 \\ llm1ngton. DL 

A old ::,u1 umoto on g.lass-
1 9807 liS A A ltcrna\IVI.!ly. contact Ill . t r 

. . . , \HitC to Bi..,hop Museum, Dcpartmen o 
man a b1c;hopmuseum.org or. 1 1 111 96817 L~A. 

I '- - I 5..,5 BcmiCC St ' \lono u u. t'-.alUra -,cleOCt.!'>. -

Id tl ., day~ and were grouped in 
1 he tcchmcal scs-.ions '"ere he over lrec . 
themcd and general c;esslons. 1 he themes were 

He .. lth & Safct'- bsucs m Collections . _ 
• " J • · G . uc Resources 
•Collecting. Presen.lng & Accesslonlng cne 

•Repatriation 

Talks of Interest 

Health and Safety 

BIOlogical te.\tmgfor IO'CIC edxpNos,_ucs I Institute for Occupational Safet) 
Burroughs. G Cdwar auona c· · u OH 45226 
and llcalth. 4676 Columbia Pkwy. tm'c'lanln:arfi~t)' and heaith swdv of 

I ltmtillltc!fior occupa tc 1 
R,•port o11111! 11CIIt01W · . 1 comervattOII 
health lw:ords and control tt:clmologtt!\ m museum am . 

\\'ork. Mal-os Kathn.n A Smithsonian Institution. Office of in"lr~~02 
mental. Management and Safety. 490 L'Enfant Plata. oom - • 

Washington, DC 20560. 

. . . . for arsenic conwminat/011 
Jlealth ha:ards m c:ollecttons restmg. 1 d Jude Denver Mu-

Howc, Shellc}. Johnson. Cynthla and ~o~t~ar Oenve; eo 80205-
seum of Natural ll istory. 200 I Colora o v ., , 

5798. USA 

Gene roll 

/
. uAGf R I dealing with c:ulturall) semttn·e materwl tit the 

Impact.\ o ; v · • 

Dem·er Huseum of Naturallltstory. , f l\ turalllistory, 200 I Colo-
Johnson, Cynthaa. Oenver Musl:um o I a 
rado Blvd .. Den, er. CO 80205-5798. L SA 

c; 1r f\.C\\slencr No t2 Nnturnl s~·cnc.: l1lii'-CI"\ilt11111 rm . 
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Conserving the data in natural histo11 collect lOll\ approaches for 
automatic sccmning and digitising Andcrs\!n, Arthur & Chapman, 
Ralph, 1:.. Vir1ual Surfaces Inc .. 832 F Rand Rd .. <;uitc 16 Mt Pros­
pect, IL 60056 USA: ADP. National Museum ofNaturall lbtory, 
Smithsonian Institution. Washington. DC 20560 0 I 36 USA 

Conservmg tlw data 111 nalllralltistorv collec11om wing tec:lmolvg1• 1o 
mimmise wear and damage on specimen.\' during research 

Chapman, Ralph, E. & Andcrscn, 1\.rthur AOP, National Museum of 
Natural History, Smithsonian Institution. Washington. DC 20560-
0136 USA. Virtual Surfaces Inc., 832 E Rand Rd , Suite 16 Mt 
Prospect, IL 60056 USA 

Storing overs1::ed objects m the department of anthropo/o}!._l'' aluminium 
pallets 11•ith open framing. 

Evans, Sunae Park and Hanscn, Grela. Natronal Museum of Nawral 
History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC 20560-0136 
USA. 

The coucentratwn shift indicator a simple mstru111e11ttv 1110111/or the pres­
ervation qualuy of ethanol presen·ed specimen.\ 

Van Darn A.J Leiden Museum of Anatom). Lcidcn Ur11vcrsr1v 
Medical Centre, Box 9602, 2100 RC Lciden. Netht:rlands. • 

Zoology Issues concermng loan policies for de.Hmctn·e mw~\'H\ of mu­
sewn based frozen t1ssue and DNA sample~ 

Baker, Robcn, I lager, Britncy and Monk, Richard. Museum of 
Texas Tech Unrvcrsity and Depanment of Biologrcal Sciences. 
Texas Tcch University. l ubbock. l'X 79409-1191 USA. 

A sun•ey of the adhes1ves and consolidants /l!)·ed hl• Bl'ro::ocm rew!archer.\ 
and lire mrplicationsfor Natural Science Collect/Oil.\ 

Bunler, Caroline and Spencer Jones. Mar}. Dcpt of Geology. Na­
tional Museum and Gallerres of Wales. Cardiff. CF I 3N P Dcpt of 
Loology, N:tturall lrstory Museum. CrOin\\ell Road, London. SW7 
5BD. 

Natural Sctcncc Cun ... cnatton <iruup \;c\\skllcl :-.;,, 12 

Prewrl'iu~ a ~ianl squid 111 \',•w }'ork l'm 
Cordetrn . .l,llm:s Rand llussatni, Bushra Department or I!Werte­
hrate ..... American Museum of 'latural llistory. Central Park West at 
79th Street. New York. NY 10024, USA 

Collectwn. storage and preservation ofwrtehrate genetiC resources: a 
perspectll•efrom the nurke museum . 

Edwards. Scott V and 13trks. Sharon. Burke Museum of Natural 
llistory und Culture. Untvcrstt~ or Washington. Box 153010. Seat­
tic. WA 98195 

Botany 
DNA iwnkmg. legal 1111f1lu.:atum.\ ami conservatiOn actil•illes. . 

Fay, M 1chael Royal Botanic Gardens, Department of Conservatron 
Genetics, Jodrell Laboratory. Kcw, Rtchmond, Surrey. TW9 1DS 

D1gilising. consen•tng and re-hou.\mg a /71h Cent~/1')1 plant cvllectiOI!. 
Huxlc}. Robcrt. Dept. of Bot<ln), Natural Hrstory Museum, Cram-
well Road. London, SW7 5BD 

Tlw cmai\'SI'i am/ defection of ha::ardou~ pestic1de res1dues present on her-

barium material . 
Purewal, Victoria. Dept. of Btosyb. National Museum and Gallenes 
of Wales, Cardiff, CFl JNP 

Geology . . . . 
Rec:overing m1crojossil specimens from de1enoratmg mount m[!. met!w 

Golden. Julia University of Iowa. Dcpt ofGcolog)'. Iowa Ctt), lA 
52242. USA. 

rlanmng for the reorganisation, move and integrcllion of two major fossil 

tnvertehrate collection\. . . 
Wet more, Karcn. Museum of Palncontology. 110 I Valley Lrfc Scr-
enccs l3utlding 114780, University of California. Berkeley. CA 
94720-4780. USA. 

The gencraltechntcal o.,cssions had a wide van~ty of subjects, .including a 
new rnethod to monuor ethanol preserved specnnens. recovcrrng spccr-

!"atur.ll Scicnc~ Cons.:r\atmn < iroup Nc'"slcucr r-.o 12 
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mens from a Oood, adhesives, and methods or !.toring ovl!r-sized objects. 
In o.nc sc:c;s1on. there was a series ol ta ll..s on scanning, digitising & rc\Crse 
engmeenng museum spcc1mcns. If there IS anyone interested in 'iCCIIlg 

these papers, please contact the author directly. otherwise Caroline or my­
self should be able to prov1de the abstracts 

The conference v:as very well organ1sed and. despite the heat and humid­
ity, Washington DC was an ideal location for a conference invoh ing mu­
seum professionals. 

Announcements 

Register of Natural Science Collections On-Line 

Funding from the Museums and Galleries Comm1ssion has enabled the 
F~NSCOR£ (Federa tion for Natural Sciences Collection Research) Com­
mittee to comp1le a searchable on-line database of natura l science collec­
tions at http://www.man.ac.uk/fcnscorc/ 

There are now more than 15,000 eutries. covcnng most of the UK This 
initiative has also been supported by the Manchester Museum 

lnsect Pests in Museums 

A Two Day Course at the Naturallllstof) Mu-.eum. London. 
14th_ 15th March :woo 

Course Tutor· Oa\id Pinniger 
Cost: £.1 00 00 plus V A T 

Details from: P.R Ackef) , The Naturalll1stor)' Museum, Cromwell 
Road. South Kensington, London, SW7 SBD 

Nmural Sc11:nl'C Conscrvauon (iruup NC\\Sit:llcr No 12 

Publication Announcement 

M~1naging the Modern Herbarium 
An Interdisciplinary Approach 

D. A. Mctsgcr and<; ( B)ers. l'.ditors Published by SPNllC 
Coo.,t· £36.00 appro' 

·'\r1arMging the i\ \\)dcrn l lerhanum highlights the s1g111ficancc and value 
of one of the worlds oldest and most basic elements of botan1cal sys­
tematics. the hcrbanum. rhc book combines practica l guidelines fo r the 
proper care of docum~:ntcd collecuons of preserved plants and :ung1 with 
recommendations for thc1r responsible use 111 modem systemat iC research. 
Though focusing on collectiOns of plants nnd fungi. the book also pro­
vides a useful model for other discipl1ncs." SPNHC. 

Publication Announcement 

Insurance for Conservators 
flroceedmg.\ from I he I'' Couserva/iou Forum Seminar Seplember I 997 

Edited by Carolulc Bend1x. Valentine Walsh and Val Munday 

The Conservation r orum is pleased to announce the post prints from the 
Insurance Seminar arc available as of the beginning of September. The 
cost of the publication will be approximately £.10 00 + P. & P 

'l he post-pnnts will provide a reference for all insurance issues covered at 
the conference, 1ncluding points raised during the question and answer 
sess1on at the scmmar. Written in an easy style, with advice and informa­
uon from acknowledged experts. this guide will prove an invaluable refer­
ence for conc;ervators w1thin both the public and private sectors and for 
thosr..: r..:mploying. conservators. 

Natural \t.:ll'ncc Conservation Group Ne,,slcllcr f'(l 1:! 
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