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An Anonymous Catalogue of British Birds
dated 1832

Fred Woodward,
Art Gallery and Museum, Kelvingrove, Glasgow G3 8AG.

Description

An apparently unknown ornithological publication listing British Birds
recently acquired by me has prompted the present note. The work consists of
seven pages plus two pages of Patrons in the form of an octavo pamphlet.

The title page and the introduction are reproduced as figure 1. The next
five pages (3-7) consist of a systematic Catalogue of British Birds divided into
I Land Birds pages 3-5 and II Water Birds pages 5-7. The list includes a total
of 275 species as being British, 209 of which are indicated as being

represented in the Museum Collection.
The seventh page includes:

Postscript - In the execution of a Catalogue like the preceding,
deficiencies and errors are inevitable. The Author will be satisfied if
they are not found very numerous or glaring. So much confusion and
discrepancy exist, even in the best writers, with respect to the Gull
Genus, that great difficulty has been experienced in forming the

present imperfect arrangement of it.

The following Species have been excluded from the Anas Genus:
as, although naturalised or domesticated, and described by Bewick,
they are confessedly not of British, nor even of European origin: A.
Cygnoides, Swan Goose; A. Canadensis, Cravat G; A. Gambensis,
Spur-winged G; A. AEgyptiaca, Gamboo G; and A. Moschata, Musk

Duck.

The Catalogue, such as it is, will serve as the Index to a little
“Manual for the Student of British Ornithology”; which will shortly be
published for the benefit of the Proprietor, at the Birmingham Museum

of Natural History. Temple-Row July 4th 1832.’

Pages 9-10 consist of a ‘list of patronesses, patrons, and subscribers.
There then follows on this and the succeeding page a list of a further

one hundred and forty-two subscribers (see figure 2) including:

[Corrie, Mrs, Woodville (wife of the Rev. Corrie, President of the
Birmingham Philosophical Society. She was a keen conchologist and
possessed perhaps the finest collection of freshwater bivalves {(Unionidae) in
Europe. Dr. Isaac Lea, the american authority on the groups named Unio

corrianus in 1834 in her honour.)

Hope, Rev. F.W., F.L.S. London (Frederic William, (1797-1862) the

eminent entomologist)

Vigors, N.A. Esq., F.R.S., F.L.S. (Nicholas Aylward, (1785-1840) the
entomologist, the bulk of his collection including that of the coleopterist, S.
Wilkins, was transferred from the Zoological Society's Museum to the British

Museum in 1859)
Withering, W. Esq. (William, Junior ( -1832) Botanist)
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A contemporary review

This work was reviewed in J.C. Loudon’s Magazine of Natural History Vol.
6 for 1833 page 136 as follows:

‘Anon: A Systematic Catalogue of British Birds; intended as a
Guide to the Ornithological Department of the Birmingham Museum
of Natural History. 8vo July, 1832. We notice this pamphlet of seven
pages for the sake of stating that it shows the rare species in the
museum to be, of land birds, the osprey (Falco Haliae etus),
Tengmalm’s owl (Strix Tengmalmi), golden oriole (Oriolus Galbula),
rose-coloured pastor (Pastor roseus), bee-eater (Merops Apiaster),
wood shrike (Lanius rufus), pine grosbeak (Pyrrhula enucleator),
and the great bustard (O’tis tarda). Of the water birds, the rarest in
the collection are the ibis (I'bis falcinellus), the roseate tern (Sterna
Dougalli), the burgomaster (Larus glaucus), and the little auk (U'ria
Alle). The catalogue “is arranged on the plan of M. Temminck’s
valuable Manuel d’Ornithologie, with the improvements suggested
by Mr. Selby in his Hllustrations of British Ornithology”.’

Possible authors of the Pamphlet

There is no indication of the author of the pamphlet but the publication
may be attributed to Richard Weaver, the owner of the Birmingham Museum
of Natural History. Richard Weaver commenced upon the study of entomology
about 1814, as evidenced by his 1847 note on Sphinx convolvuli:

‘In August, 1814, I was reaping wheat in a field, in the Parish of
Tibberton, Worcestershire, about five miles from Worcester, and on that
part of the field, there was growing with the wheat a quantity of the
plant Convolvulus arvensis, amongst which I found two of the
caterpillars of S. convolvuli, full-grown.’

His enthusiastic collecting resulted in the accumulation of some five
thousand species of British insects. These were displayed to the public.

Such was his success that he obtained premises in New Street,
Birmingham, with a view of forming a Museum of Natural History. During his
residence there, he turned his attention to ornithology with considerable
success preserving some two hundred species of British birds as well as
foreign birds and insects. As his collection increased the New Street premises
became too small, so Weaver moved to the Institution Rooms in Temple Row.

If Richard Weaver was not responsible for the Catalogue another
possibility is N.A. Vigors. He was not only an annual subscriber to the
Museum but played a major part in negotiations with the Zoological Society of
London which resulted in the gift of twenty-four rare birds to the Museum,
thus enriching its collections and at the same time, enhancing its reputation.

The original pamphlet has been placed in the archival collections of the
Natural History Department, Art Gallery and Museum, Kelvingrove, Glasgow
and photocopies deposited in Birmingham's Museum and also their Reference
Library.
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Fig 1. Title page and Introduction to the catalogue.




F. Woodward

48

STd

pRyIPmoS “IN ‘43700 Ay

"1 I ‘SPOOMA

‘bs A ‘SULRGIM

f TN WA

WA FJA] TCWUI A

SOUT, "X “IOWI[[T AN

Uqof ITy ‘QICW[T AL

e wisaTely “Aa1Sipy ‘ssipy ‘K913 AN
TP UIPUIRITAA

VS U OPRUM

M IR .uw@B

gD I 19ISqI M

SSI “1318QO M

InOQIey] mnyseg “wreg A ‘PrERIBAA
UBA CH TN HCM

“gg g “bey v N ‘w0STA
X, I ‘poosmIdpufy

-1, ‘ST ‘TePUAL

H M Y ‘pwny
IMSUIULIPPPIY “Y I ‘Puiny,
‘suIwIL],
Poweg Iy ‘A[uIoy],

-bsiy -sep “Io(dR],

AN TN ‘mueas

"0 Y ‘wraols

A “4oNS

AN ‘HBMS

Eousu:m 380 A “SUf I ‘TOwWO[0]
25015 .wackw nypy A ‘£9S
ayy ‘dreqg

0 "L TN S

"L A ‘pueidy

Aouepar g Ipy ‘puelly

onq Iy ‘rEssey

[IPH nodsaqg ‘sst]y ‘[essny
by D ' p “Hessny

sauxe IJA ‘[essny

pleqary Iy ‘vonoy

"D I “spreyory

BUOSIdNY “1qoy Iy ‘Tomog

g cr o ‘Keosarg

uopuadpg “an 3y ‘wosdiyg

'S g 'S ‘bsy ‘suryeg

‘H Iy ‘esnoysiag

£op1g8 g e

SIP ‘oured

I ‘weug L0

AT, “F I 1001

S0, "ad%] ‘A9esoIy

sowep I “WIRITOIY

SSIY PIUMIIY

preoy Kardeyy “IN O
SSUN ‘195UIsSII

paweg I 1e3usssaly
YOTATIOIQISI A "I “SRAYWTIY
12AT[() TN ‘UOSBIY

wEi M, T Ui

soy uosBuyisy “g "M T FoRqrddepy
woyseqdpd ‘UoPH SSUN B
‘M TN ‘seonry

sowrep 1] ‘pAopy

21k "], SN 99T

"D "L SSU 9oy

uoseqSpg “bsy sewoyy, ‘vory
‘N ‘[ ‘euery

vy Pwweg ‘paureg Wi ‘uosdurayy
£qusy “1q ‘Apauusy

uyop Iy ‘Surpoy

payLy I Meeyngp

A91s103] AN T ‘uosuyog

T I ‘sduog

sopRy) 1]y ‘seuof

SOy, [y fuossap

TN ‘uostydnyy

“H SISO

uopuor] “g 1 J “M J 49y ‘edopy
231000 I ‘SSW[OY

¢ A ‘uos3poyy

‘M SN SHIBpoR
POOMI[ZBE ‘SUOS puT M I, SISSOI “TNH
sowe( 1IN ‘PIOMOY

sowrep Iy ‘poomAary

| AN ‘stueyH

uopseqSpy “H I ‘suiey
T sty

ung “L I ‘UOSUTEy

1o108g “J, I ‘wosueyy
a8100x) U ‘Ol

g I fAerpeyy

ayof *Ady ‘uyun

AR A 315

‘Y S I ‘pitppon

SSIJ - UOY[ED)

SIS, I UoIED

uopuo I ‘UTHIIry
uopuo ‘plog I ‘wurg

"L L A9y ‘dImusy

D "ady ‘resiendy

S “Aa(pngg

Xousparg I ‘99

om.cSoO Rapueg “y Iy ‘uosme(q
QL Ay semR(l

AL £ U ‘woidwos)

‘M @ ‘modwor)

safaey) Ay ‘udATID

A[IAPOOp. “SIN PLOD

aygop a9y @400

g AW NeoD

ang “I, TN 9qIRR)

poomdpef “L T OHTD

4 I ATeD

I ‘AP

ssijy ‘wewdeq)

S ‘1re)

g L I ‘moxng;

souref “IAL coﬁsﬁ

ma I Apeug

usMQ BN “H W WIN ‘umalg’
orise)) ypommwe], “soyy, N ‘[rewerg
p apy ‘SBeg

SIN ‘gioog

HyaPly uyep TN ‘puog

f I ‘pued

oyog ‘ssiw ‘uolod

L1y ‘woieq

) .kW okl

'S ¥ "soyy, I PAIE

ssry ‘wreqduig

sewoyy, I ‘AqPIH

‘M g I ‘uosulg

"H N ‘uesed

1 ‘uosBuipag

uoysrqdpy “bsH ‘uyor pusex ‘pioyped
‘H I PARd

‘AL I ‘deqaeg

sspey) I ‘1exsd

I s A

oy T “ksuY

AL PV

"L I ‘poosny

ssioyy woorg “mpg =N ‘wodwv
PRYYPRYr] g I Aeuqv

"13] ‘uoswwoy], preapy NS

ueg “Jouwi g -Ao[prey "Ad[prey IS

‘peg ‘0008 UBW[O(] pIEmMpPE NS

ey ‘woduruuipg sewoy ], IS

ysnounre] jo (e o3 woH g YL

piojpuag Jo ssouno) om uoH i eyl
'512q1238GNE JENUUR

g LOWTIM-XTTA

kAACEPACHTERIAC I

d ‘W ‘ANFHSNMOL D d¥0T uwH Eumm UL

NOLITLLAT

Ayo1 "uoH g oYL

AY0JaAvVYd Jo TYVH oy uoH Sy oY,
HLNOWIY VA JO TAVY 3y "uoH 43g 24L

‘Susayegt

VIYOLOIA SSTONIUJ 2y ssemydipy redoyg 12H
JNTH Jo SSFHONA oy ssouydiy] efoy 10H

‘agsIUCI B

24

"AYOLSIH TVHNLVN 40 WAHSAW NVHONINWAIE dHL

oL

SYFTFIYOSENS ANV ‘SNOYLVd ‘SIASSANOYLYd

A0 1SIT

Fig 2 List of Patronesses, Patrons, and Subscribers: Note Princess Victoria had yet to

ascend the throne.




Anonymous Bird Catalogue 49
The proposed ‘Manual’

I have been unable to discover whether the proposed ‘Manual for the
Student of British Ornithology’ ever materialised. However, it would appear to
be a continuation of the work reviewed in J.C. Loudon’s Magazine of Natural
History Volume b, for 1832, page 441 thus:

‘ART I. Catalogue of Works on Natural History, lately published
with some Notice of those considered the most interest (sic) to British
Naturalists.

ANON: Popular Lecture on the Vertebrated Animals of the British
Islands. Part I. On the British Mammifera; with a tabular View of them,
arranged according to Blumenbach’s System; a Synopsis of all the
Genera and Species; and an Appendix containing a Sketch of Extinct
Animals. 8vo, pp. 96. Birmingham, 1831. Wrightson, Birmingham;
Baldwin, and Longman, London.

The Writer of these Lectures plays with his subject, that is, he
discussed it in an off-hand manner; and although in his successive
treating of the various animals, one by one, he gives in English, the
technical characteristics of each species, and those of the genus, order,
etc., to which it belongs, he gives also, in relation to each either some
sentimental reflection, something interesting that has to his knowledge
occurred in association with it, or anecdotes and notices descriptive of
the habits of the animal.. This untechnical part of the book we regard
more than the technical part, because the British animals are to Britons
empirically known or distinguishable; but it is, we fear, far from being
the fact, that each is to every Briton a centre of amiable, intellectual,
and therefore highly interesting, associations.

This is what it is most desirable they, and every object in creation,
should be; and we admire the present manual, as being a cheap means
of promoting so desirable an end, and heartily wish that the successful
sale of this “Part I” may encourage the author to proceed with the
remainder, which he proposes should consist of six parts: “Parts II., III.,
and IV., to be respectively devoted to the description of the land birds,
the Grallae or waders, and the water birds; Part V. to the amphibious
animals and cartilaginous fishes; and Part VI. to the osseous or bony
fishes.” We cannot state the price of this richly sorted pamphlet, or
“Part L.”, but it cannot be high, as it has been got up in a plain,
unornamented, but nevertheless clear and neat manner.’

The origin and author to this work, which I have so far been unable to
trace, again may be attributed to Richard Weaver.
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